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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The invention provides a method and apparatus for 
providing signaling in a communication link to a sending 
node and a receiving node using the hybrid automatic 
5 repeat request (HARQ) protocol. The invention is 

characterized by the fact that the signalling contains a 
predetermined bit pattern that indicates whether control 
information in the current transmission can be used alone 
for decoding, or whether some part of the control 

10 information from an earlier transmission must also be 

used. The basic idea is to inform only with one bit 
( X TFCI flag'), whether the TFCI bits can be used for 
decoding the transport channel, using HARQ. If this bit 
is logical "1", then it means that current TFCI can be 

15 used for decoding, i.e. that the number of information 

bits for this transport format equals the number that is 
defined also originally when TFCI has been defined. 
Alternatively, if this one bit is logical "0", then it 
means that the receiving side has to assume the same 

2 0 number of information bits for this transport format as 

in the original transmission. Thus the number of 
information bits cannot be taken from the TFCI, when 
doing the decoding. Thus, typically, in the original 
transmission, the bit is logical "l", in the 

25 retransmissions the bit is either logical "0" or "1". 
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